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On September 9th, we will embark on a new church year. We will welcome back returning families and
greet new families and friends. We will also return to our 10:30 start time worship and the educational
ministries of the church will begin again. Please be sure to read Devin's updates below for all the
opportunities to learn and grow in faith this year.
To mark this new church year, we will begin with a “Blessing of the New
Year.” We will be giving the kids a gift to remind them of their charge to do
justice in Christian faith. They can carry this useful gift in their backpacks
to use as they study enabling their church community to be with them at all
times. After worship, we will have a Welcome Back Picnic with lawn
games and fun for Pilgrims of all ages. Please bring a side dish or dessert to
share if you can!

==========================================================================
In case you missed Karen’s note from last week, here it is in its entirety:
Dear Pilgrim folks,
I've been thinking about August. The month slips by quietly, furiously, bringing us to the tipping point.
We approach the balance-edge between summer and fall, between endings and beginnings. Between
watermelon and pumpkins.
For many of us we are getting ready for a new school year. We are buying school supplies or putting
together a new syllabus. We are getting ready for new students or telling our own children that they will
love starting a new grade (whether we believe that or not). And we are saying goodbye and launching our
now adult children off into the world of college and beyond. Endings. Beginnings. Sweet and yet bitter,
too. In Lexington and Plymouth as well, we are ready for the hordes of tourists to disperse, and yet we
are not ready to face the oncoming season of snow and ice that we know lurks just a couple months away.
Too hot to too cold. We reflect as we sit in the midst of August.
I think about summer days that somehow fled by without my grasping them and shaking all the joy I
could from them. I think about fall days ahead when the energy surges and we become a congregation of
light and life and hurtle into the joy of fall. I smile at the many, so many, faces at Pilgrim's summer
services and of communion standing shoulder to shoulder, the body of Christ in intimate space. Perhaps
the right word for this feeling is wistful. Thankful and grateful and yet also sad at the fleeting passing of
time, something that gets keener as I grow older.
I am taking some end of the summer days to go to the mountains and enjoy the last vestiges of summer
with my family. As I return, together we will leap into the whirlwind of fall. But not just yet, not quite
yet. Thinking about August, I leave you with this pair of poems.
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August- by Zolani Tshemega Nkomo
Ok, Ok I know it's not Autumn
but you know how leaves fall from trees, when it's that time
Today I cried because a loved one had passed
This Symbolises a new beginning because of a sad ending
Just like when snakes shed their skin
They know for something to begin something has to end
It's just the course if life,
how things work
Let's Move On, Gracefully
Acknowledge What You've Lost, Cherish What You Have.
Acceptance and Understanding Put You In a Great Position
After Reading This, You're now at Vantage Point
What an advantageous place to be. What a great Place To Find Yourself
New beginnings require sad endings
Find Yourself
Late August - by Morgan Michaels
Everything expires.
Even the cicadas seem
to run out of steam
Peace,

Karen
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH MINISTRIES UPDATE
Each new year with you has brought about new blessings and opportunities. Last year, we moved to a
weekly volunteer system which was wildly successful with nineteen people volunteering. Over the
summer, we sent out CORI Acknowledgement Forms so that we could follow safe church practices with
all our volunteers. If you have not yet returned yours or think you might like to join the group of
volunteers, please e-mail me at devin.shmueli@pilgrimcongregational.org. It is important that these
acknowledgement forms are returned so that volunteers are cleared as we prepare for another year of
Children's Church. (These forms are strictly confidential and kept in a locked drawer in the church
office.) We have a strong pool of volunteers and, I believe, we will continue to grow in this way. It is
truly an exciting time for Pilgrim because our programs are becoming vital and incredibly vibrant.
This year, we are going to introduce more new changes as our program, children, and youth continue to
grow. There will also be new opportunities for adult education. After evaluating the programs over the
past two years, I believe it is important to split the classes again. Our one-room school house model is no
longer appropriate for our older kids and middle school youth. Moving forward, we will have Children’s
Church for Kindergarten through 4th grade and Pilgrim Junior Youth Program for 5th through 8th grades.
Our Children’s Church program will remain the same with children gathering downstairs after the Time
for Children.
While not entirely different, the schedule for Pilgrim Junior Youth will include time in worship and
fellowship as well. Along with their learning time during worship which follows the Time for Children,
our 5th through 8th graders will spend the whole time in worship on communion Sundays and enjoy
evening fellowship on the third Sunday of the month from 6:00 PM-7:30 PM. When they gather
downstairs after the time for children, they will spend time reflecting on the sermon they heard the
previous week, women in the bible, or social justice concerns. As for our Senior Youth Group, it became
clear that we may have a revival of the Senior Youth Group. I am working to coordinate these efforts
with the older youth and their families. There may be a few lock-ins over the year for both the Junior and
Senior Youth Groups together or separately.
If you are interested in volunteering with Children’s Church or Youth Programs, please use sign up
genius or coordinate with me directly. It is very important that, with this new structure, we have two to
three volunteers a week. If you are interested in pursuing adult confirmation, please sign up with Devin
by e-mail him at devin.shmueli@pilgrimcongregational.org.
I am looking forward to an incredible new year with you all!
Peace,

Devin
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SCHEDULE FOR FALL AND EARLY WINTER

Younger kids

Junior Youth

Sept. 9

Creation Day 1

In worship

Sept. 16

Creation Day 2

Sermon reflection

Sept. 23

Creation Day 3

Women of the Bible

Sept. 30

Creation Day 4

Social Justice

Oct. 7

Creation Day 5

In worship

Oct 14

Creation Day 6

Sermon reflection

Oct 21

Creation Day 7/Sabbath

Women of the Bible

Oct 28

Ministry of Jesus
(Parable of the Prodigal
Son)

Social Justice

Nov. 4

Ministry of Jesus
(Parable of the Lost
Coin)

In worship

Nov. 11

Ministry of Jesus
(Parable of the Soils)

Sermon reflection

Nov. 18

Ministry of Jesus
(Parable of the Good
Samaritan)

Women of the Bible

Nov. 25

Intergenerational
Thanksgiving

Intergenerational
Thanksgiving

Dec. 2

Life of Jesus
(Birth of Jesus)

In worship

Dec. 9

Life of Jesus
(Jesus at Age 12)

Sermon reflection

Dec. 16

Life of Jesus
(Jesus is the Light)

Women of the Bible

Dec. 23

Life of Jesus
(Jesus’ Baptism)

Social Justice

Dec. 30

Intergenerational
Hymn Sing

Intergenerational
Worship
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ADULT CONFIRMATION
This year, we will add adult confirmation to our programming. On the third Sunday of each month, adults
of all ages will have the opportunity to meet for learning and fellowship after worship from 12:00-1:30
starting September 16th. Much like traditional confirmation, adults can have the opportunity to confirm or
re-confirm their baptism. To be confirmed, an adult must at least seven of the nine sessions and the
possibility of a service trip after worship on a Sunday that has not yet determined.
If you are interested in being confirmed or re-confirmed at Pilgrim, please let Devin know at
devin.shmueli@pilgrimcongregational.org. Please see the schedule below!
If you are interested in being confirmed or reconfirmed at Pilgrim, please let Devin know
at devin.shmueli@pilgrimcongregational.org.
Please see the schedule below!

Topic

Date
September 16th 2018

UCC History and Polity

October 21st 2018

Evangelism and Mission

November 18th 2018

Humanity and Divinity of Jesus

December 16th 2018

The Trinity

January 20th 2019

Ministry of All Believers

February 17th 2019

Scripture

March 17th 2019

Sacraments

April 21st 2019

Our Relationship with Other Faiths

May 19th 2019

Life in Faith

===========================================================================
SUMMER WORSHIP NEWS
Sunday September 2: Devin Shmueli, preaching; Bob Beckwith, hosting.
Reminder: There is childcare in the nursery during worship for the summer as well as throughout the year
with Karen Hurley, our usual childcare provider. Karen would love to have Pilgrim kids join her
downstairs!
===========================================================================
TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE – E-Notes Revision
The Transition Team is soliciting names of people who can serve as references for Pilgrim to interested
candidates (see this week's e-notes for guidelines). If you have suggestions, please send them to Diane in
the office or to Karen, not to Doug Johnston as indicated in the article.
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PILGRIM JOYS AND CONCERNS







Deborah Burger asked for prayers for her cousin, Chris Pachuta, who was 35, and
died suddenly as the result of a car accident. He had been married for four years and
has not yet two-year old twin boys. Prayers for his family are appreciated.
Deborah also asked for prayers for her friend’s daughter in law, Jennie Bass, who
died Sunday of pancreatic cancer. She leaves a husband and two young daughters. Please keep Jennie and
her whole family in your prayers.
Karen asks for prayers for her neighbor's son, Jesse, who has relapsed after being clean for several years.
Karen also asks for prayers of the family of Eli who died this week at 6 years old after a long fight with
brain cancer. Please pray for his family in this difficult time.

===========================================================================
OFFICE UPDATES
Karen is on vacation through Monday, September 3. She will be in the office on Tuesday, September 4.
Devin Shmueli will be covering pastoral care emergencies during that time. Call him at 978 398 1419 or
email at devin.shmueli@pilgrimcongregational.org
Also, a reminder that on Tuesday, September 4, the office will resume regular hours and be open from
Monday – Friday, 9:30 -1:30. I hope you all enjoy these final days of summer!
===========================================================================
WISE MA Conference
Saturday, September 29, 2018
8 am - 5 pm
Registration is now up for the WISE MA Conference on Saturday, September 29, 2018 from 8 -5 at the
South Congregational Church, UCC, 41 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810. WISE is a designation in
the UCC that identifies a congregation as being prepared to gently and faithfully approach mental health
concerns. A WISE congregation has joined the mission to being Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and
Engaged in the Mental Health of the community and the wider world.
Join Devin for this day of fellowship and learning, while we explore mental health concerns and
becoming more WISE. People from all over MA and southern NH will be joining for this opportunity
and it is not to be missed. Topics will include: Becoming a WISE Congregation, ways to address mental
health concerns, mental health and minority populations, starting a mental health ministry, and so much
more! For more information:
https://mhn-ucc.blogspot.com/p/wise-congregations.html
To register as part of Pilgrim, contact Devin at devin.shmueli@pilgrimcongregational.org to secure a
special rate of $40 per person.
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SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER
AT PILGRIM!
To sign up to be a liturgist, greeter, coffee
hour host or to volunteer with Pilgrim’s
Children’s Church, please click HERE.
Thank you!

==========================================================================

LAST CHANCE OF THE SEASON TO VOLUNTEER AT THE INTERFAITH GARDEN!
We have our last dates at the garden now. Pilgrim has only three more dates scheduled at the Interfaith
Garden. Volunteers continue at the garden in October, but we save our energy for the Pumpkin Patch
Sale! The garden is amazing at this time of summer however, and it is fun to wheel the big carts over to
the Lexington Food Pantry at Church of our Redeemer. Please help with the big harvests of late summer.
Tuesday, September 4, 4:30 to 6:00 pm

Other volunteers: Temple Emunah

Tuesday, September 18, 4:30 to 6:00 pm Others: Lexington Catholic Community
Saturday, September 29, 8:00 to 9:30 pm Others: 1st Baptist, Latter Day Saints, Catholic Community
To volunteer, email Barbara at barbjim.munkres@gmail.com.

Click HERE to access the
Pilgrim Church Calendar.

RECENT SERMONS
Please feel free to watch or
read recent sermons on our
website. HERE is the link to
the most recent sermon.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT TEMPLE EMUNAH
Temple Emunah needs some volunteers to man the check-in table for their High Holy Day services and
are hoping some in our congregation may be interested in helping out. LHS seniors (responsible teens)
can get community service hours by volunteering.
The volunteers will have a wonderful experience of the Jewish holiday atmosphere in our Lexington
community! Volunteers will be greeting congregants and checking tickets (name tags), handing out onhold tickets and lanyards, directing guests to the reserved and general seating areas, elevator, 1st and 2nd
floor restrooms, water fountain (2nd floor), etc.
Rosh Hashanah is the celebration of the Jewish New Year (which will be 5779.) Yom Kippur is the Day
of Atonement (the holiest of the Jewish holidays.)
We need multiple people per shift as follows:
Erev (Eve of) Rosh Hashanah, September 9, 5:15 pm-7:00 pm (3 people)
Rosh Hashanah Day 1, September 10, 7:45 am-9:30 am and 9:30 am-11:30 am (3 people for the 1st
shift and 2 people in the 2nd shift)
Rosh Hashanah Day 2, September 11, 7:45 am-9:30 am and 9:30 am-11:30 am (3 people for the 1st
shift and 2 people in the 2nd shift)
Erev Yom Kippur, September 18, 6:00 pm-7:00 pm (2 people)
Yom Kippur, September 19, 8:30 am -10:30 am and10:30 am-12:30 pm (2 people each shift)
Your assistance is greatly appreciated! Interested volunteers should contact our Executive Director,
Raveetal Celine, at 781-861-0300 x121 or rceline@TempleEmunah.org for more information.
Sincerely,
Rabbi David Lerner and Rabbi Michael Fel
----------------------------------------via Ellen L. Weene, Rabbinic Assistant
Temple Emunah
9 Piper Road
Lexington, MA 02421
781-861-0300 Ext. 30

UCC STILLSPEAKING DAILY DEVOTIONAL

Greater Than Our Hearts
By: Mary Luti
August 23, 2018
I know that the angry God of this psalm is unwelcome.
Continue reading HERE
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