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Mark 5:21-43

21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a
great crowd gathered round him; and he was by the lake. **Then
one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and,
when he saw him, fell at his feet 2and begged him repeatedly, ‘My
little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands
on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” #So he went with
him.

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him.

*Now there was a woman who had been suffering from
hemorrhages for twelve years. #*She had endured much under
many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no
better, but rather grew worse. ?She had heard about Jesus, and
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, ?*for she
said, ‘If | but touch his clothes, | will be made well.” “Immediately
her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was
healed of her disease. *Immediately aware that power had gone
forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, ‘Who
touched my clothes?’ *And his disciples said to him, “You see the
crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, “Who touched me?”’
*?He looked all round to see who had done it. **But the woman,
knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling,
fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. *He said to



her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be
healed of your disease.’

35 While he was still speaking, some people came from the
leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the
teacher any further?’ *But overhearing what they said, Jesus said
to the leader of the synagogue, ‘Do not fear, only believe.” *He
allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the
brother of James. ¥When they came to the house of the leader of
the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing
loudly. *When he had entered, he said to them, ‘Why do you
make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but
sleeping.” “°And they laughed at him. Then he put them all
outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who
were with him, and went in where the child was. “'He took her by
the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha cum’, which means, ‘Little girl,
get up!” ““And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about
(she was twelve years of age). At this they were overcome with
amazement. “*He strictly ordered them that no one should know
this, and told them to give her something to eat.

Jesus looked all round to see who had touched his clothes. **But

the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and
trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. *He
said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace,
and be healed of your disease.’

She told him her whole truth,



and Jesus listened,
and he called her daughter.

Let me say that again, because it’s the point | want to focus on
today:

She was brave enough to tell Jesus her whole truth,

and Jesus was compassionate enough to listen to her entire
story,

and Jesus affirmed that she was a beloved child of God.

It is a blessing to share your whole story.

She “came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told
him the whole truth.” The whole truth. Not just the facts, not just
the timeline of her iliness, but its meaning. Strong’s Concordance
says this word in Greek means truth, but not merely truth as
spoken: but also reality.” She told Jesus her reality.

Our text is a long one, and I've preached it many ways - exactly
two years ago, | preached this text in a sermon on reproductive
justice and health care. I'm not going to repeat that word today.
Instead | want to focus in on one aspect of health and wellness
that this passage illuminates: the bleeding woman was not just
healed. She was heard. It is so incredibly important to have your
whole story heard. Your whole truth.

' https://biblehub.com/greek/225.htm



Let me tell you about my spiritual director Diana.? | can, and | do,
tell her my whole truth. For the last 25 years, I've met with her
close to monthly, which means she’s heard everything. | met with
her when | was first studying to be a minister, and when my mom
was sick, and when | was dating John, and when | was in my first
ministry call, and when Zac was on the way, and when | was first
a solo pastor, and when | faced ministry challenges in previous
churches, and when | first interviewed here, and all the way
through CoVid, and as recently as this month. She has listened
(and let me say that again, she’s listened) to every joy - many.
She’s listened to every heartbreak - many. She’s cried with me,
laughed with me, prayed with me. We’ve gotten angry together
and she’s calmed me down more than once. | let my guard down
with her and | don’t try to impress. She’s listened to my full story
and she’s heard my whole story. This is her sacred work: to listen
to the whole story, and even to help me understand the whole
truth of the story. She gives sacred grounding to my story, points
out ever so gently where the Holy Spirit is at work, sometimes
gives wisdom or advice if asked. She doesn’t judge but she will
counsel. Always, always, always, she reminds me that God loves
me. And every once in a while, every once in a while, she carries
my faith for me when | have doubts.

Yes, sometimes pastors have doubts and yes, always, pastors
need pastors. And so do all of us. Pastor or not, we all need
someone who will hear our whole story and having heard the
whole story, will call us daughter, child, son, beloved. A friend,
your sibling, your therapist, your pastor, a colleague, a spouse?
Maybe it's also Jesus himself. | hope you know Jesus himself is
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listening to your full story. It is a gift and a blessing to be fully
known.

Cheryl Lindsay says it this way:

“No matter our stature or status, how high we think we’ve climbed
or how much we’'ve accomplished or how much influence or
control we've attained, there are times in our lives when we feel
totally out of control, helpless and powerless...” If we can reach
out to touch the hem of his garment, Jesus is ready to hear our
whole story.

Our text this morning is a healing story. At first glance, there are
two healings. A woman with a hemorrhage stops bleeding. A
sick little girl is restored to physical health. But there are more
healing miracles in this story. The bleeding woman'’s whole story
is heard and she is called daughter. That kind of healing is
miraculous. Jesus calls the little girl to rise up and that is
miraculous. Jesus cares for Jairus’ daughter in a culture that
didn’t expect children to live to adulthood, and that care is
miraculous. This is a story of healing miracles, but not just the
physical: miracles of care and compassion, miracles of listening
and valuing.

John Pilch says healings (in the Bible and now) are not just
biological, but “restoration of meaning to people’s lives no matter
what their physical condition might be.”
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That’s what the woman who reached out to touch Jesus’ garment
experienced. Not only did her bleeding stop, but her whole truth
was heard, and a new chapter of story could begin.

My friend and colleague Leah Lyman Waldron makes another
point about listening: “...If the power of a friend listening to us is
as we’ve just described, how much more powerful is the act of
God listening to us, the feeling that we have been attended to with
infinite compassion and openness by the Creator of the
universe?...the prophet Jeremiah reminds us that there is One
who will never be too busy, who will put down even urgent
matters in order to hear what is on our hearts: “When you call on
me and come and pray to me, | will listen to you.™

From Diana’s example - and from stories like this morning’s
gospel text - | have tried to learn to listen. From the blessing of
being fully heard, | have asked how | can listen well. | am still
learning. From today’s text may we all hear two invitations:

The first is to listen to someone’s whole truth.
The second invitation is to know that Jesus is listening to our
whole truth.

Thanks be to God.
Amen.

* https://www.pacc-ucc.org/sermons/sermon-2017-09-24-spiritual-practices-listening/



