
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maybe the desire to make something 
beautiful is the piece of God that is inside 
each of us. - Mary Oliver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrim Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

Worship—March 12, 2023 
Third Sunday of Lent 

MUSIC IN TODAY’S SERVICE LICENSED 
FOR STREAMING/PODCAST by OneLicense 

 
 PRELUDE: What Wondrous Love is 

This—Arr. John Carter 
 OPENING HYMN: Crashing Waters at 

Creation* 
 ANTHEM: 
 RESPONSE HYMN: I Heard the Voice 

of Jesus Say* 
 OFFERTORY: Come to the Water—

John Foley 

 CLOSING HYMN: O How I Love 
Jesus* 

 POSTLUDE: "Machs mich mir Gott" 
(Come, Follow Me)—Max Reger 

 
*From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright 1995. 
The Pilgrim Press Permission is granted for this one 
time use. 

 
 

Today’s service will be recorded. 
 



 
 

Welcome to Pilgrim Congregational Church,  
United Church of Christ 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
A welcoming home to all  

spiritual seekers 
Making a difference in our world, 
By fusing our Christian faith with 

everyday life and 
Serving God by serving others. 

 

Statement of Welcome 
We honor the Biblical call to love one another as God 

first loved us. We welcome into the full life and  
ministry of the church all people of any race, 

nationality, religious background, educational  
background, ethnicity, age, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status, economic status, and physical, mental, 

and emotional abilities. 

Visual and Hearing Aids 
Hearing devices may be picked 
up from the table in the narthex. 
 
Large Print bulletins and 
Sermons texts are available.  

Children at Pilgrim 
Children are an important part of our 
worshipping community. We try to make them 
feel at home! All are welcome. Professional 
childcare for infants and toddlers is available in 
Pilgrim Hall from 10:15 to the end of the service.  
  



Pilgrim Congregational Church, UCC — March 12, 2023—Third Sunday of Lent 
 

PRELUDE                What Wondrous Love is This—Arr. John Carter 
 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS        Rev. Reebee Girash and Sarah Jane Fuller 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE      

ONE: May you be at peace in mind, peace in body, and peace with your neighbors, 
family and friends. May the peace of Christ be with you. 

 ALL: And also with you. 
 ONE: Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                  Chris Reaske 
 One: Calling all travelers, pilgrims, and wanderers 
 All: We come to drink from the fountain of blessing. 
 One: Gather, you siblings of God’s family and servants of Christ. 
 All: We come to rest by the fountain of blessing. 
 One: Living water is available for all who are thirsty. 
 All: We come to be restored at the fountain of blessing. 
 One: Christ is the spring of everlasting life. 
 All: We come to be healed by the fountain of blessing. 
 
 
 



*OPENING HYMN        Crashing Waters at Creation—Black Hymnal 326 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER              Chris Reaske 
 Living Christ, you are the source of everlasting life. 
 You promise that when we receive the living water, 
 we will never be thirsty again. 
 May we see abundance in our love for one another, 
 our generosity of spirit, our energy for the work ahead, 
 and our confidence in your faithfulness. 
 Full of gratitude, we draw near to the fountain of blessing. 
 Amen. 



SCRIPTURE READING John 4:1-29           Chris Reaske 

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, ‘Jesus is making and baptizing 
more disciples than John’— 2although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who 
baptized— 3he left Judea and started back to Galilee. 4But he had to go through Samaria. 
5So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting 
by the well. It was about noon. 
7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. 8(His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in 
common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it 
is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would 
have given you living water.’ 11The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor 
Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ 13Jesus said 
to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of 
the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become 
in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ 15The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give 
me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’ 



16Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ 17The woman answered him, ‘I 
have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; 18for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you 
have said is true!’ 19The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our 
ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must 
worship is in Jerusalem.’ 21Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 
when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ 25The woman said to 
him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will 
proclaim all things to us.’ 26Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, the one who is speaking to you.’ 

27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, 
but no one said, ‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with her?’ 28Then the 
woman left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29‘Come and 
see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ 

 One: Here end the readings. Hear what the Spirit of God is 
  saying to the church.  
 All: Thanks be to God. 



ANTHEM 
Children are invited to Sunday School at this time. 

Please gather at the rear of the Sanctuary with Sarah Jane Fuller. 

 

SERMON                Rev. Reebee Girash 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
You know everything we have done. We thirst for things that will never satisfy us. We 
commit ourselves to things that will never last. We worship things that will never bring 
salvation. Still, you offer us the gift of living water. Still, you offer us the gift of eternal 
life. Forgive us, O Lord, and give us this living water, so that we may never thirst again. 
Amen.  
 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE             Rev. Reebee Girash 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE HYMN         I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say—Black Hymnal 489 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Come unto me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one, 
lay down your head upon my breast.” 
 
2 I came to Jesus as I was, 
so weary, worn, and sad; 
And there I found a resting place, 
where Jesus made me glad! 
 
3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one; 
draw near and drink and live.” 
 
4 I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul 
revived, 
and now I am redeemed. 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE            Rev. Reebee Girash 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER               Rev. Reebee Girash 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is  in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO OFFERING           Rev. Reebee Girash 

 
 OFFERTORY               Come to the Water—John Foley 
 

*DOXOLOGY                   Red Hymnal 515 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

      or 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Gracious God, you are a well that does not run dry. 
You never tire of giving good gifts to your children. 
And in response, we bring our offerings to be used to support our faith community and 
to participate in heaven’s love and justice work. 
Bless and multiply these gifts today, and use them for your glory. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN              O How I Love Jesus—Black Hymnal 52 
                         (next page) 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE              "Machs mich mir Gott" (Come, Follow Me)—Max Reger 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A special Thank You to our Zoom host, Mike Stevens, our Liturgist, Chris Reaske 
and to the Snipe Family for after church hospitality. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 There is a name I love to hear, 
I love to sing its worth; 
it sounds like music to my ear, 
the sweetest name on earth. 

Refrain: 
O how I love Jesus, 
O how I love Jesus, 
O how I love Jesus, 
whose love has first found me. 

2 It tells my Savior's love for all;, 
Christ died to set us free; 
Whatever problems may befall, 
we’ll live in dignity. [Refrain] 

3 It bids me serve amid the wrath 
God’s people face each day, 
And sheds along life’s troubled path 
bright sunshine on my way. [Refrain] 
 



SOURCE NOTES 
Our Theme for Lent 2023 is based on An Illustrated Lent for Families: This is My Body which explores how Jesus lived in 
his body on earth and invites us to take care of—and embrace the goodness of—our own bodies.The liturgy and devotional 
materials from Illustrated Ministry are used with license permission through purchase from Illustrated Ministry. Today’s 
prayer of confession is from Feasting on the Word.  
Cover image attribution: Hochhalter, Cara B.. Woman at the Well, fromArt in the Christian Tradition, a project of 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=59023[retrieved February 27, 2023]. Original source: Cara B. Hochhalter.  
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