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This Lent, our theme is Creation Care,  
Climate Justice, and the Renewal of the Earth.

In the words of Massachusetts Interfaith Power and Light:

As people of faith, we begin with love.
We see the earth not simply as an elegant mechanism,  

but as a miracle of creation.
We see people not only as producers, workers, and consumers,  

but as unique and precious souls.
We see ecological healing and environmental justice  

as our sacred responsibility.
What we hold sacred we will protect.

Music streamed in today’s service
Jesus, The Very Thought of Thee - arr. Eleanor Whitsett

Offertory Eat This Bread - arr. Jeanne Cotter
We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky NCH  563**

Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross - James Southbridge

Music licensed for streaming/podcast by OneLicense.

**From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright 1995
The Pilgrim Press - Permission is granted for this one time use.

Today’s service will be recorded.
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Pilgrim Congregational Church
 United Church of Christ 

March 6, 2022

First Sunday in Lent

Prelude Jesus, The Very Thought of Thee - arr. Eleanor Whitsett Dot Bowe 
Greetings and Announcements Rev. Reebee Kavich Girash and Sarah Jane Fuller
Passing of the Peace from Psalm 8 (Inclusive Bible)  

One: Peace be with you.  
All: And also with you. 
One:  Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.

*Call to Worship   
One: God, our Sovereign, how majestic is your Name in all the earth! 
All:  You have placed your glory above the heavens! 
One:  When we behold your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and  
  the stars which you set in place—  



3

All:  what is humanity that you should be mindful of us?  
  Who are we that you should care for us?  
One:  You have made us barely less than God, and crowned us with glory and honor. 
All:  You have made us responsible for the works of your hands,  
  putting all things at our feet— 
One:  all sheep and oxen, yes, even the beasts of the field,  the birds of the air,  
  the fish of the sea and whatever swims the paths of the seas. 
All:  God, our Sovereign, how majestic is your Name in all the earth!

*Opening Prayer   
Creator God, this Lent we pray that you would move us to love.  
Love our neighbors, next door and around the world. Love your creation,  
from the trees outside our windows to the ocean thousands of miles away.  
Love our children, those whose names we know and those who will come  
seven generations from now.  In love, may we protect, restore, and steward  
this beautiful world. In love, may we serve. Amen.



4

Scripture Reading Matthew 25: 31–40  
31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep 
at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave 
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then 
the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, 
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’

 
One:  Here end the readings. Hear what the Spirit of God is saying to the church.  
All:  Thanks be to God.
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Intergenerational Lent Activity Rev. Reebee Kavich Girash and Sarah Jane Fuller

Prayers of the People Rev. Reebee Girash

Pastoral Prayer Rev. Reebee Girash

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering Rev. Reebee Girash

Offertory  Eat This Bread - arr. Jeanne Cotter Dot Bowe
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*Doxology - #515 Pilgrim Hymnal (Red) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
                               or 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayer of Dedication    
God, we want to follow all your commandments— to love only you,  
not worshiping the things of this world; to love our neighbor freely,  
not desiring for ourselves something they possess. Accept these offerings,  
we pray, and teach us to be generous, giving fully of ourselves  
that we may truly be the body of Christ in this world. Amen.
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*Hymn  We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky  NCH  563

1 We cannot own the sunlit sky, the moon, the wildflowers 
growing, for we are part of all we are part of all that is with-  
in life’s river flowing. With open hands re- 
ceive and share the gifts of God’s creation, that 
all may have abundant life in every earthly nation.

2 When bodies shiver in the night and, weary, wait for 
morning, when children have no bread but tears, and 
war horns sound their warning, God calls humanity 
to wake, to join in common labor, that 
all may have abundant life in oneness with their neighbor.

3 God calls humanity to join as partners in cre- 
ating a future free from want or fear, life’s 
goodness celebrating. That new world beckons 
from afar, invites our shared endeavor, that 
all may have abundant life and peace endure forever.
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Invitation

Prayer of Confession  
God of wilderness and water, Artist of souls, you have called us to a perfect mission, 
yet we have avoided that call. You have called us to come together as one, yet we have 
erected barriers between ourselves where none need be. You told us that we were made 
in Your image, yet we often act as though You were made in ours. And even so, You 
call us to a reconciled life, to healed relationship, to a wholeness with each other and 
with You. Mend us, we pray, and make us new creations. Through the power and love 
of Christ, in whose name we pray, Amen.  

Assurance of Grace

Communion Prayer

The Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Please hold the bread and juice until all have been served.  We will receive them together.
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Prayer After Communion 
Eternal, heavenly, and loving God, You have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ And you have fed us with spiritual 
good In the Sacrament of his simple table. Send us now into the world in peace, 
And grant us strength and courage to Live out the extraordinary demands of 
Christ’s love in lives of kindness, humility, and justice toward all. Amen.

Benediction  

Postlude  Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross - James Southbridge Dot Bowe
===============================================================

*Please be in a posture of praise.
A special thank you to Jeff Boehm for being our Zoom host, and Duncan Todd for publishing the 
bulletin.
source notes: The Communion Liturgy was written by Thomas A. Mitchell, MDiv Student at 
Harvard Divinity School and Seminarian at United Parish Brookline. The prayer of dedication is 
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.
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==================================================================================
P I L G R I M C O N G R E G AT I O N A L C H U R C H, U C C

55 Coolidge Avenue, Lexington, MA 02420
phone: 781 862-0357

office e-mail:  admin@pilgrimcongregational.org 
pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@pilgrimcongregational.org 
pastor’s cell (for urgent matters):  781-475-3741

director of educational ministries’ e-mail:  sarah.fuller@pilgrimcongregational.org 
Website:  www.pilgrimcongregational.org

Sunday Worship 10:30 A M


