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Music streamed in today’s service

Sortie - George Blake
Precious Lord, Take My Hand - NCH #472**
Here I am, Lord - Dan Schute
Let There Be Peace on Earth - Jill Jackson & Sy Miller
Sing a New Church - Delores Dufner
Lord, I Want To Be a Christian - NCH #454**
Praeludium and Fughetta in Bb Minor - J.K.F. Fischer

Music licensed for streaming/podcast by OneLicense.

**From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright 1995 
The Pilgrim Press - Permission is granted for this one time use.

Today’s service will be recorded.

“A Visual Poem for MLK Day” offered by the Salt Project 
(saltproject.org), with music licensed by Pond5.

Image: Courtesy of Howard Sochurek / Getty Images

Pilgrim Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

January 16, 2022
Martin Luther King Day Weekend

“Our goal is to create a beloved community and 
this will require a qualitative change in our souls 

as well as a quantitative change in our lives.”

-Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.



Pilgrim Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

January 16, 2022 - Martin Luther King Day Weekend

     Prelude                Sortie - George Blake              Dot Bowe

     Greetings and Announcements      Rev. Reebee Kavich Girash and Sarah Jane Fuller

     Call to Worship 
Leader: One: God has made us to be One Body with many members.
All: United and uniting. This is our calling.

One: God calls us to share our diverse gifts activated by the one and same Spirit .
All: United and uniting. This is our redemption.

  
One: God longs for us to be united in love and to manifest the Spirit in our different ways.
All: United and uniting. This is our worship. Let us gather in this hour to offer praise 

and worship to our Holy God, who challenges us and calls us to create the Beloved
Community.
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  *Opening Hymn - Precious Lord, Take My Hand - NCH #472*1

  1 Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
     I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
     Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light:

Refrain:   Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

  2 When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near,
     when my life is almost gone, 
     Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand, lest I fall:

Refrain

  3 When the shadows appear and the night draws near,
     and the day is past and gone,
     At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand:

Refrain

1 See last page for info about this hymn. 3



     Opening Prayer - in memory of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.            Susan Fagerstrom
O God, all people are your Beloved,
across races, nationalities, religions, sexual orientations
and all the ways we are distinctive from one another.
We are all manifestations of your image.
We are bound together in an inescapable network of mutuality
and tied to a single garment of destiny.
You call us into your unending work
of justice, peace and love.
Let us know your presence among us now:
Let us delight in our diversity
that offers glimpses of the mosaic of your beauty.
Strengthen us with your steadfast love and
transform our despairing fatigue into hope-filled action.
Under the shadow of your wings in this hour
may we find rest and strength, renewal and hope.
We ask this, inspired by the example
of your disciple, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and in Jesus’ name. Amen.

     Opening Hymn - next page
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     Scripture Readings    1 Corinthians 12:1-11          Susan Fagerstrom 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, siblings, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2You know that 
when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore 
I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ 
and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to 
the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated 
by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
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 *Hymn  Here I Am Lord - Dan Schute
     
  1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry
     All who dwell in dark and sin My hand will save
     I who made the stars of night I will make their darkness bright
     Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

    Refrain: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night
I will go, Lord if you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart

  2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
     I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
     I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone.
     I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?

 3  I, the Lord of wind and flame I will tend the poor and lame.
     I will set a feast for them My hand will save
     Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied.
     I will give my life to them Whom shall I send? 6



     Sermon   Rev. Reebee Girash

     Passing of the Peace    Let There Be Peace on Earth - Jill Jackson & Sy Miller

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me;
let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our creator, children all are we.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.
With every step I take, may this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment 
in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

     
     Prayers of the People   Rev. Reebee Girash
 
     Pastoral Prayer   Rev. Reebee Girash
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     The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

     Invitation to the Offering.

     Offertory         Sing a New Church - Delores Dufner        Dot Bowe
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  * Doxology - #515 Red
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen

or
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

     Prayer of Dedication Sarah Jane Fuller
O God, we commit to use all our gifts
–wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing,
working of miracles, prophecy, discernment,
tongues, administration, hospitality,
and finances–
in the service of acting as co-workers
with you and each other
for peace and justice to flow like a mighty stream.
Amen. 
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 *Closing Hymn      Lord I Want to be a Christian - NCH #454

  1 Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart;
     Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

Refrain:  In my heart, in my heart,
     Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart.

  2 Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart.
     Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart.

Refrain:  In my heart, in my heart,
     Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart.

  3 Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart;
     Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart.

Refrain:  In my heart, in my heart,
     Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart.

  4 Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart;
     Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.

Refrain:  In my heart, in my heart,
     Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 10



     
     Benediction              Rev. Reebee Girash
     Let us go forth to celebrate and strengthen

our inescapable network of mutuality,
and become the radiant hope needed in the world.
As we go forth in this mutuality,
may we experience our God rejoicing over us and with us.
Let us go forth confident that
unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word. Amen!

     Postlude  Praeludium and Fughetta in Bb Minor - J.K.F. Fischer Dot Bowe

  =============================================================================

A special thank you to Susan Fagerstrom for being our liturgist today.

Source Notes:  The Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Dedication, and Benediction are from 
Creating the Beloved Community: Service Prayers for the Second Sunday after Epiphany, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Weekend was written by the Rev. Dr. Cari Jackson, Founder and Director of the Center for 
Spiritual Light, New York City. The liturgy incorporates phrases from the speeches of Dr. King. 11



 1* Precious Lord, Take My Hand was Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Favorite Hymn. Here is a little information about it.

On April 3, 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr., flew to Memphis, Tennessee, in support of a strike for higher wages and better 
working conditions by black sanitary public works employees. That day he delivered his  “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” 
speech, in which he talked about threats to his life. He said:

“Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I'm not concerned about that now. I just 
want to do God's will. And He's allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've looked over. And I've seen the 
promised land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the 
promised land. And I'm happy, tonight. I'm not worried about anything. I'm not fearing any man. Mine eyes have 
seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”

The next day, April 4, 1968, at 6:01 p.m., King was shot in the head while standing on the second floor balcony of the 
Lorraine Motel in Memphis, surrounded by friends and associates. As he lay dying, he spoke his last words to his friend and 
musician Ben Branch, who was to perform at the event King was scheduled to attend that night. King said, “Ben, make sure 
you play ’Take My Hand, Precious Lord’ in the meeting tonight. Play it real pretty”. (Taylor Branch, “Precious Lord, Take 
My Hand” was written by Thomas A. Dorsey in 1932 following the death of his wife in childbirth and their baby shortly 
thereafter. The song came to him as he was playing the tune MAITLAND (United Methodist Hymnal no. 424, “Must Jesus 
Bear the Cross Alone”). With some rhythmic alteration and melodic ornamentation of the MAITLAND tune, Dorsey’s 
version follows the original, with more substantive alterations of measures five and seven of the original. Of Dorsey’s more 
than two hundred songs, “Precious Lord” is the best known and most sung.

King’s funeral took place on April 9, 1968, at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, the church where both King and his father 
had served as co-pastors. His good friend, singer Mahalia Jackson, sang “Precious Lord” at the funeral. 12



=========================================================================================

Pilgrim Congregational Church, UCC
55 Coolidge Avenue, Lexington, MA  02420

Phone:  781 862-0357
Office e-mail:  admin@pilgrimcongregational.org

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@pilgrimcongregational.org
Pastor’s cell (for urgent matters): 781-475-3741

Director of Educational Ministries’ e-mail: sarah.fuller@pilgrimcongregational.org
Website:  www.pilgrimcongregational.org

Sunday Worship 10:30 am
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