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Music streamed in today’s service:

In The Bleak Midwinter/Away in a Manger - arr. 
     Phil Perkins  
Riu Riu Chiu - 16th century villancico
The Magnificat - Steve Parsons, Composer
What Child is This?
We Three Kings
Silent Night, Holy Night - PH 138
Joy to the World - PH 130

Music licensed for streaming/podcast 
by OneLicense.

Pilgrim Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

Christmas Eve
  December 24, 2021

Tonight’s service will be recorded.

Thank you to our technical volunteers:
John Girash, Mike Stevens, and Mike Clark.

Image: Swanson, John August. Shepherds, from Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58575 [retrieved 
December 15, 2021]. Original source: www.JohnAugustSwanson.com - 
copyright 1985 by John August Swanson.
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   The Work of Christmas
                                                By the Rev. Dr. Howard Thurman

When the song of the angels is stilled,
    When the star in the sky is gone,
      When the kings and princes are home,
         When the shepherds are back with their flock,

The work of Christmas begins:
 To find the lost,
   To heal the broken,
    To feed the hungry,
      To release the prisoner,
        To rebuild the nations,
           To bring peace among people,

To make music in the heart.



Pilgrim Congregational Church
United Church of Christ 

December 24, 2021

     Prelude      In The Bleak Midwinter/Away in a Manger - arr. Phil Perkins     Dot Bowe

     Music O Come All Ye Faithful Pilgrim Church Choir
     
     Greeting  Rev. Reebee Kavich Girash
                 
     Passing of the Peace         Sarah Jane Fuller
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   *Call to Worship       Julia Johnston and Fiona McClave
 
  One: May the love that breathes life into all humanity and all of creation

All: Be born in us tonight.
One: May the love that brings us healing
All: Be born in us tonight.
One: May the love that overcomes hatred
All: Be born in us tonight.
One: May the love that forgives and renews
All: Be born in us tonight.
One: May the love that brings the blessing of peace
All: Be born in us tonight!

     Music O Holy Night        Elena Snow
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    Lighting the Christmas Candle The Reaske-Leginsky Family

One: Tonight, we relight the four candles of Advent. These candles remind us of God’s light, 
which came to live in the world in Jesus, and still shines in our world today.

All:  O God, let your light shine in our hearts tonight and always.
One: We remember that these candles symbolize the hope we find in faith, God’s peace which 

passes all understanding, the joy of Jesus’ birth, and the love God has for each and every 
one of us.

All:  God, you bless us with these gifts of hope, peace, joy and love.
One: This evening we light the final candle. It stands in the center of all the others. This is the 

Christ candle. It reminds us that Jesus is God’s greatest gift to us.
All:  Thanks and praise and glory be to God in the highest!

     Meditation       Rev. Reebee Girash

     Pastoral Prayer
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     Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

     Invitation to the Offering
This evening as we welcome the Christ Child, our greatest and most sacred gift, we consider how we 
may be gifts to our neighbors. Tonight’s offering will be given to Massachusetts Interfaith Power and 
Light.  For decades, MassIPL has helped Massachusetts people of faith fulfill our responsibility to be
caring stewards of our houses of worship, our homes, and the earth. MassIPL works with the national
Interfaith Power and Light organization and works to address climate change by through local and 
systemic change. The Mission Committee has chosen this recipient as part of ongoing consideration 
of the importance of addressing climate change as part of the commitment of our Christian faith.

There are three ways you can give for the Christmas Eve offering: you can send a check with
      Christmas Eve Offering in the memo to Pilgrim Church, you can give via our website using a

credit card or Paypal, or you can put your donation in the offering plate at the rear of the sanctuary. 
Thank you for helping Pilgrim Church continue to bless our neighbors, even in this unusual season.  

     Offertory   Riu Riu Chiu (16th century villancico)       Max Evrard and Elena Snow
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https://www.massipl.org/
https://pilgrimcongregational.org/learning-growing-caring/giving/


     Doxology
         
     Prayer of Dedication Rev. Reebee Kavich Girash

No offering is adequate to express our thanks, loving God, but what we give, we bring with joy. 
May the good tidings live in these gifts and in our lives. May the ends of the earth know the 
steadfast love of God. Grant comfort to those who mourn, peace to those who face the world’s 
turmoil, and joy to all who serve in Christ’s name. Amen.

    A Pilgrim Christmas Pageant 

     Magnificat - Steve Parsons, Composer          Pilgrim Church Choir 

What Child is This      Isabella Stevens, Soloist 
 

We Three Kings     Zac Girash and Max Evrard
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2021 Christmas Pageant Cast

Mary: Eleanor
Joseph: Deven
Innkeepers: Susan, Mike
Gabriel/Shepherd’s Angel: Isabella
Angels: Lesley, Lily, Juliette, Jennifer
Sheep: Aiden, Neil
Lead Shepherd: Sydney
Shepherds: Sadhna, Matt
Magi: Mairi, Kevin, Zac
Narrator 1: Julia
Narrator 2: Taylor
Narrator 3: Madeleine

(For privacy reasons, last names of minors are omitted.)
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 Carol    Silent Night, Holy Night - PH#138

  Congregation: Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright
     Round yon virgin mother and child.
     Holy infant so tender and mild, 
     Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

  Max Evrard Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight,
  & Elena Snow: Glories stream from heaven afar,

Heavenly hosts sing al-le-lu-ia;
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!

  Max Evrard Silent night, holy night,
  & Elena Snow: Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

  Congregation: Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild, 

     Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
   Benediction Rev. Reebee Girash9



     Carol   Joy to the World! The Lord is Come - PH#130

      1  Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

     2  Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

     3  He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders, of his love. Amen.
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Merry Christmas from Pilgrim Church to You!

Please join us for a hymn sing on December 26 at 10:30 and for Worship and 
Communion on Epiphany Sunday, January 2 at 10:30 am in person and via Zoom.
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