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Gathering Music      Blessed Assurance  arr. Phoebe Palmer Knapp 
 
Call to Worship         Sarah Fuller 
 
 One:   Peace on each one who comes in need, 
 ALL: Peace on each one who comes in joy. 
 One:  Peace on each one who offers prayers, 
 ALL: Peace on each one who offers song. 
 One:   Peace of the Maker, Peace of the Son, 
 ALL: Peace of the Spirit, the Triune One. 
 
Opening Song  For the Beauty of the Earth PH 66  
 
Scripture Reading  1 John 4:7-21 
 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in 
this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 
 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has  
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father 
has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. 15God abides in those who  
 



 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we 
have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 
in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 
boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear 
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfec-
tion in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, ‘I 
love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do 
not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving        Sarah Fuller 
 
 O God, for your love for us, warm and brooding, which has 
brought us to  birth and has opened our eyes: 
 
 ALL: We give you thanks. 
 
 For your love for us, wild and freeing, which has awakened us to 
 the energy of creation: to the sap that flows, the blood that pulses, 
 and the heart that sings: 
 
 ALL: We give you thanks. 
 
 For your love for us, compassionate and patient, which has carried 
 us through our pain, wept beside us in our sin, and waited with us 
 in our confusion: 
 
 ALL: We give you thanks. 
 
 
 
 



 For your love for us, strong and challenging, which has called us 
 to risk for you, asked for the best in us, and shown us how to 
 serve; 
 
 ALL: We give you thanks. 
 
 O God, we come to celebrate that your Holy Spirit is present deep 
 within us, and at the heart of all life. Forgive us when we forget 
 your gift of love. Awaken us to the love that Christ offers, and 
 draw us into your presence.  Amen.  
 
Meditation Practice       Rev. Reebee Girash 
 
Prayers  

 One: Let us pray: 

 There is a time for every purpose under heaven. 

 A time for gratitude… 

  (You are invited to speak aloud your joys.) 

 A time for what we need to lay down… 

  (You are invited to speak aloud your burdens.) 

 A time for what we have to pick up… 

  (You are invited to speak aloud your commitments.) 

 A time for confronting what we are avoiding... 

  (You are invited to speak aloud what comes to your heart.) 

 A time for recognizing what we hope for…. 

  (You are invited to speak aloud your hopes.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 In our time and in your time,  

 God fulfill our prayers 

 and let your kindom come. Amen. 

 

Let us pray as Jesus taught…. 

 Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy  
 name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is  
 in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
 our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Communion Song  Take My Gifts—NCH#562 
 
Communion        Rev. Reebee Girash 
 
Benediction         Rev. Reebee Girash 
 
Closing Song 
 
 
==================================================== 
 
Source Notes: Today’s Liturgy is adapted from Iona. 
 
==================================================== 

Music streamed in today’s service  
 
Blessed Assurance—arr. Phoebe Palmer Knapp 
For the Beauty of the Earth—PH 66  
Take My Gifts—NCH#562  
 
Music licensed for streaming/podcast by OneLicense.  
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