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Pilgrim Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
May 2, 2021
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Prelude

Prelude in C

Welcome and Announcements

JS Bach
Sarah Fuller

Call to Worship
Serve God with gladness!
Come before God’s presence with singing!
Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving,
and God’s courts with praise!
Give thanks to God, and bless God’s name!
For the Holy One is good;
God’s steadfast love endures for ever,
and God’s faithfulness to all generations.
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Opening Prayer
Come, O Creator, O Immensity of Love, O Eternity of mercy. Come, and be with us and beside us
and over us. Be as hands upon us, and fashion us for shining. Be as warmth within us and fire us
for caring. Be as strength beside us, and shape our lives for healing. Abide in our prayers, the
spoken and unspoken, and make your Word come true in our flesh, through Jesus Christ our
Redeemer. Amen.
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Opening Hymn Enter, Rejoice, and Come In - NCH #73
1 Enter, rejoice, and come in. Enter, rejoice, and come in.
Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in.
2 Open yourself to the song. Open yourself to the song.
Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in.
3 Open your hearts everyone. Open your hearts everyone.
Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in.
4 Don’t be afraid of some change Don’t be afraid of some change.
Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in.
5 Enter, rejoice, and come in. Enter rejoice and come in.
Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in.
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Scripture Reading

John 15:1-8

15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.
15:2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more
fruit.
15:3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.
15:4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide in me.
15:5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing.
15:6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned.
15:7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
15:8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.
Anthem

Followers of the Lamb
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Sermon

Rev. Reebee Girash

Passing the Peace
Prayers of the People and the Pastoral Prayer
Invitation to the Offering

Sarah Fuller

If you would like to support Pilgrim Church, you may mail in a check or arrange electronic giving by contacting
Dave McClave. Additionally, we now accept donations via PayPal on our website under the tab Learning,
Growing and Caring and select Giving. Thank you for your support.

Offertory
Doxology (#515 Red)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
or
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayer of Dedication
Sarah Fuller
Through our offerings, O God, give your loving Spirit to a world in need of comfort. Make our many
gifts one offering for the world; in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Communion Hymn As We Gather at Your Table - NCH #332
1 As we gather at your table, as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet how to make Love’s victory known.
2 Turn our worship into witness in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you, bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image in the world you died to save.
3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy bind us nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels to repeat the sounding joy.
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation

Rev. Reebee Girash

Prayer of Confession
Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Assurance
Communion Prayer
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup
You are invited to participate in Communion at home.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Closing Hymn Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing - Pilgrim Hymnal #63
1 Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing;
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, thy love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace:
Oh, refresh us, oh, refresh us,
Traveling through this wilderness.
2 Thanks we give and adoration
For thy gospel’s joyful sound;
May the fruits of thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound:
Ever faithful, ever faithful
To the truth may we be found.
3 So that when thy love shall call us,
Savior, from the world away,
Fear of death shall not appall us,
Glad thy summons to obey:
May we ever, may we ever
Reign with thee in endless day. Amen.
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Benediction
Postlude

Rev. Reebee Girash
Good Christians, All, Rejoice and Sing

setting Jane Holstein

==========================================================================
====
Source Notes: The Call to Worship is from the UCC’s Book of Worship. The Opening Prayer is by Arnold Kenseth.
The Prayer of Dedication is from Feasting on the Word.

==============================================================================
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