
   

 

Pilgrim Congregational Church, UCC 
October 4, 2026 

World Communion Sunday 

 Music licensed for streaming / podcast by 
OneLicense (A-728821). 

¨ PRELUDE: Sortie 
 — Fughetta Théodore Dubois  

¨ GATHERING SONG: Come All You People 
 (Uyai Mose) 

¨ OPENING HYMN: Morning Has Broken 

¨ ANTHEM: Canticle of  the Sun 
 — Marty Haugen  

¨ OFFERTORY: Touch the World Lightly 
 — Shirley Erena Murray and Tony E. 
 Alonso  

¨ COMMUNION HYMN: Let Us Break Bread 
 Together* 

¨ CLOSING HYMN: O For a World* 

¨ POSTLUDE: Passacaglia 
 — Douglas E. Wagner  

 

             *From The New Century Hymnal 
   The Pilgrim Press permission is granted for 
   this one-time use. 
     Today’s service will be recorded. 
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WORSHIP SUNDAY — October 4, 2026 
 

PRELUDE                 Sortie — Fughetta Théodore Dubois  
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS      Rev. Reebee Girash & Sarah Jane Fuller

       
PASSING OF THE PEACE                          Rich Edmiston 
 ONE: Peace be with you. 
 ALL: And also with you. 
 ONE: Let us share the peace of  Christ with one another. 
 
*GATHERING SONG                  Come All You People (Uyai Mose) 

Come, all you people, come and praise your Maker. (x3) 
Come now and worship the Lord.  

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP              Rich Edmiston 
 ONE: When the world seems full of  division, 

ALL: Great Creator, make us one. (repeat response) 
ONE: When it’s hard to love our neighbor, (response) 
ONE: When we close ourselves off  to others, (response) 
ONE: When we get it right, (response) 
ONE: When we come together, (response) 
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ONE: When we are reminded we are part of  something 
 bigger than ourselves, (response) 
ONE: When we ask others to join us at this table, (response) 
 

*OPENING HYMN                Morning Has Broken — Pilgrim Hymnal 38  
                 (next page) 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

Holy God, we come to you this morning to sing and to listen, to praise and to pray. 
Meet us in this sanctuary with your wisdom and grace. Healing God, we bring 
before you this morning our own anxiety and pain. Meet us in this sanctuary with 
your healing and your compassion. Peacemaking God, we come to you this 
morning praying for peace in our homes and peace in our world. Meet us in this 
sanctuary with your love and hope and send us forth to bring your peace to 
everyone we meet. Amen.  

 
SCRIPTURE READING   Luke 14:1, 7-23        Rich Edmiston 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of  a leader of  the Pharisees to 
eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 7When he noticed how 
the guests chose the places of  honor, he told them a parable. 8“When you are 
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of  honor, in 
case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, 9and the  
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host who invited both of  you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ 
and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may 
say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of  all 
who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.”12He said also to the one who had 
invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or 
your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite 
you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed because they 
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of  the righteous.”15One 
of  the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat 
bread in the kingdom of  God!” 16Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great 
dinner and invited many. 17At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those 
who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is ready now.’ 18But they all alike began 
to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of  land, and I must go 
out and see it; please accept my regrets.’ 19Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of  
oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.’ 20Another said, ‘I 
have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’ 21So the slave returned and 
reported this to his master. Then the owner of  the house became angry and said to 
his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of  the town and bring in the poor, 
the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has 
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been done, and there is still room.’ 23Then the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into 
the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled. 
 ONE: Here ends the reading. 

 Hear what the Spirit of  God is saying to the church.  
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM                      Canticle of  the Sun — Marty Haugen  

 
REFLECTION                      Rev. Reebee Girash 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER            Rev. Reebee Girash 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING            Rev. Reebee Girash 
 
Today we're receiving a special UCC offering. Neighbors in Need supports ministries of  justice and compassion in the US 
including the Council on American Indian Ministries and UCC related justice causes. Please consider supporting this 
offering through Pilgrim Church today.  

 
OFFERTORY                  Touch the World Lightly 
                      Shirley Erena Murray and Tony E. Alonso  
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*DOXOLOGY                         Pilgrim Hymnal 515 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen      or 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 Gracious God, we offer these gifts in gratitude for your love. May our offerings 

distribute this love to the world: the small world we inhabit with the needs of  people 
we know; the larger world where the power of  love is sorely needed. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN  Let Us Break Bread Together —  New Century Hymnal 330  
                  (next page) 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
THE SERVICE OF COMMUNION 

Our service of  communion is open to all who wish to participate. 
The sacrament is a gift from God, and all are welcome to receive it. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 ONE: Called to the table, to share the wine and bread, 
  “I want you to remember me,” Jesus softly said. 
 ALL: Come, Come to the table. (repeat response) 
 ONE: We think about the mystery – the words that Jesus  said, And how he gave 

 his life for us as we break the bread. (response) 
 ONE: Gathered at the table, God’s Spirit in the air, 
  We drink the cup of  blessing, the bread of  life we share. (response) 
 ONE: Together in communion, one family – young and old, 
  We celebrate together, as ancient words are told. (response) 
 ONE: There’s room at the table, no matter how we feel, 
  Jesus reaches out to us in this holy meal. (response) 
 ONE: We rise from the table, forgiven, loved, and free. 
  We leave to be the people who God calls us to be. (response) 
 ONE: Gathered at the table, surrounded by God’s grace, 
  We are one Christian family, in every time and place. (response) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 

 
THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC  
 
UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Loving and gracious God, thank you for 

this holy meal. Thank you for Jesus and his all-inclusive love for humanity. Thank 
you for this day which we worship and serve you. Amen! 

 
*CLOSING HYMN          O For a World — New Century Hymnal 575  
                 (next page) 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                  Passacaglia — Douglas E. Wagner 
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Thank you to Rich Edmiston for leading worship; Elizabeth C. and 
Rich E. for hosting coffee hour and to Mia M. for hosting Zoom.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOURCE NOTES 
The Call to Worship is from Illustrated Ministry. The Prayer of  Thanksgiving is by Ana and Ted Gobledale, who served 
the UCC’s Global Ministries in South Africa, Zimbabwe and Australia. The Prayer of  Dedication is adapted from the 
Uniting Church in Australia. 
The Communion Invitation:  Copyright @GlenysNellist, Words taken from Gathered at the Table: Celebrating Communion, 
published by Zonderkidz, 2024, permission granted. 


