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Music streamed in today’s service

Advent Meditation - Denis Eliot
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
God Be In My Head - John Rutter
Prepare The Way of the Lord - Jacques Berthier
Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland - JS Bach

Music licensed for streaming/podcast by OneLicense.

Today’s service will be recorded.
Image:  Pittman, Lauren Wright. NOLA Map [Prepare the Way], from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt 
Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57099 [retrieved November 30, 2021]. 
Original source: http://www.lewpstudio.com - copyright by Lauren Wright Pittman.

Pilgrim Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

December 5, 2021
The Second Sunday of Advent



Pilgrim Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

December 5, 2021- The Second Sunday of Advent

     Prelude       Advent Meditation - Denis Eliot             Dot Bowe

     Greeting                                     The Zorn Family

     Announcements         Sarah Jane Fuller

     Passing of the Peace   
One: Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.

     Call to Worship    Bob Beckwith
One: O come, O come, Emmanuel,
All: And be dawn in our night, 
One: Be comfort in our grief,
All: Be a friend for our loneliness,
One: An oasis for our searching.
All: O come, O come, Emmanuel,
One: Restore our joy, heal our wounds.
All: Bring us peace.
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     Lighting the Advent Candles   Madeleine Clark, Mairi Morrison, Mary Mackie
       

Reader 1: At the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus offered his listeners the Beatitudes.
These words of blessing came before some difficult teachings on real world struggles, 
like how to deal with our anger, what happens when relationships are broken, and the 
importance of loving our enemies. Matthew 5:9 says this, “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God.”

 
Reader 2: We want to be peacemakers, but we are weary.
 
Reader 1: We are weary from carrying the burdens of a world groaning with sickness, death, and 

grief. We long for the peace of Christ, but we do not know how to work for it in these
uncertain days.

 
Reader 2: In Matthew 11, we find these words: “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” In this place, in this moment, let us unburden ourselves and allow 
Jesus to carry these heavy things with us.
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Reader 1: Today, we light the candle of peace in our Advent wreath. We do this not because we 

have peace figured out or because we have perfectly pushed our uncertainty away. We 
light the candle of peace in this wreath to remind us that working for peace is not all 
on our shoulders. When we are too weary to work for peace, our God is still working 
and making all things new.

 
Reader 2: We long for the peace that surpasses all understanding.
 

All: This season of Advent, Lord, we offer our uncertain hearts to you. Mend our 
broken places, and soothe our reluctant hearts. Even when peace seems an 
unreachable goal, we cling to you. Work for peace for us even when we are too 
weary or uncertain to move forward, for nothing is impossible for you. Amen.

     Solo   O Come, O Come Emmanuel Robin Mailhot

     Children’s Message       Sarah Jane Fuller
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     Scripture Readings         Luke 3:1-6 Bob Beckwith

3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region around the 
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the 
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
    make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled,
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
    and the rough ways made smooth;
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”

One: Here end the readings. Hear what the Spirit of God is saying to the church. 
All: Thanks be to God.
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     Reflection   Rev. Reebee Girash
  
     Prayers of the People   Rev. Reebee Girash

     Pastoral Prayer   Rev. Reebee Girash

     Mission Moment    Maroeun Heng, Cambodian Cocoon

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
 
     The Service of Communion

Our service of communion is open to all who wish to participate. 
The sacrament is a gift from God, and all are welcome to receive it.

 
     Invitation to Communion
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     Prayer of Confession

For every moment when we have shut the door, declared no more room, rejected one seeking 
welcome, we confess and repent. For every moment when we have said there is not enough to 
share, we confess and repent.  For every moment we rejected justice and peace for our own 
comfort, we confess and repent.  For every moment when our vision for the earth was smaller 
than your kingdom, we confess and repent.  And we pray with the words Jesus, whose great 
vision was for thy kingdom, not ours:

     The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

     Words of Assurance
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        The Sharing of the Bread and Cup

     Leader: The Holy Child of Bethlehem descends to us,
Unison: and is born in us in these days.
Leader:      Let us share the bread.
Unison: We hear Christmas angels their great glad tidings tell. 
Leader: Let us drink deeply for in every time, Christ abides with us.
Unison: In every time and every place, Christ abides in us.    

     Communion Music
     
     Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving

Peace-giver, Blesser of tables shared and some tables turned over, we rise or roll from our 
places at this most welcoming meal prepared anew to live Advent hospitality, by becoming 
your chair-people, not leaders, but ushers and servers for the worldwide banquet of grace.  
Amen.
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     Invitation to the Offering               Rev. Reebee Girash

     Offertory                    God Be In My Head - John Rutter        The Pilgrim Church Choir
   
     Doxology  

     Prayer of Dedication      Rev. Reebee Girash

     Music Prepare the Way of the Lord - Jacques Berthier
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     Benediction              Rev. Reebee Girash

     Postlude       Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland - JS Bach Dot Bowe
  =============================================================================

A special thank you to Bob Beckwith for being our liturgist today, Madeleine Clark, Mairi Morrison, and Mary 
Mackie for lighting our Advent Candles, Robin Mailhot for her musical gifts, and to Doug Johnston for hosting our 
Zoom service. 

Source Notes:  The Call to Worship is adapted from Derek Weber. The Candle Lighting Liturgy is by April Fiet, 
https://aprilfiet.com/my-thoughts/advent-for-uncertain-hearts-week-2-when-there-is-no-peace. The Communion 
Liturgy is by Rev. Maren Tirabassi with quotes from a poem by Todd Jenkins, used with permission.

 ========================================================================================

Pilgrim Congregational Church, UCC
55 Coolidge Avenue, Lexington, MA  02420

Phone:  781 862-0357
Office e-mail:  admin@pilgrimcongregational.org

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@pilgrimcongregational.org
Pastor’s cell (for urgent matters): 781-475-3741

Director of Educational Ministries’ e-mail: sarah.fuller@pilgrimcongregational.org
Website:  www.pilgrimcongregational.org

Sunday Worship 10:30 am
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